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Wetland Reserve Program (WRP)
NRCS typically has a backlog of WRP applications, and is able to bring in additional dollars that other states can’t utilize.  This year NRCS does not have enough applications at this point to utilize the $6.5 million available for WRP.  NRCS accepts applications for WRP continuously, but this year, will evaluate and rank the applications in hand on March 25th to see how much of the funding can be assigned to Indiana WRP applications.  NRCS is asking for help from SWCDs in promoting WRP on eligible lands where it is appropriate.
ICP Training Initiative

The Indiana Conservation Partnership (ICP) is pleased to announce its joint comprehensive Training and Certification Program for technical staff.  A letter and white paper have been sent to all SWCDs detailing the background, general scope, and determined outcomes of this program, as well as a copy of the ICP Training and Certification Program Agreement. 
LANDCARE is now NRCS Distribution Center

The National NRCS Publications and Forms Distribution Center-LANDCARE has changed its name to NRCS Distribution Center.  They will still handle all National NRCS publications, forms and exhibits, but will now also offer VHS transfers, CD/DVD copying, small order “print on demand” copying, assembling, collating and mailing services.  Their email address has changed to NRCSdistributioncenter@ia.usda.gov.  Their phone number remains 1-888-562-3227.  New products in clued a pollinator brochure and banner stand exhibits.  Six plantable postcards with seeds embedded will also be available soon.  

Public Comments Requested: Conservation Practice Standards

USDA has revised or developed several conservation practice standards, including nutrient management, and published them in the Federal Register for public comment through February 25.  All comments will be considered and the final standards will be adopted after the 45-day public comment period has closed.  Standards open for comment include:
· Aquatic Organism Passage (Code 396) 

· Bivalve Aquaculture Waste Control (Code 400) 

· Cross Wind Trap Strips (Code 589c) 

· Irrigation Field Ditch (Code 388) 

· Waste Facility Closure (Code 360) 

To view the Federal Register notice, please visit: http://edocket.access.gpo.gov/2011/pdf/2011-373.pdf 

